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Media Release  

Survey on Swiss-European Relations: Increasing Contradictions in the 
Opinions of the Swiss Population 
 
Credit Suisse Europe Barometer in cooperation with the Europa Forum Lucerne 
 

Zurich/Lucerne, November 14, 2017 Although the free movement of persons remains unpopular with 

the Swiss population and the desire for quotas is growing, the voting public is clearly in favor of 

Switzerland’s bilateral agreements with the EU. Their popularity is declining, however, and for the 

first time a potential accession to the EEA represents an alternative approach which could attract a 

majority. This is one finding of the first Credit Suisse Europe Barometer, a representative survey 

conducted by gfs.bern on behalf of Credit Suisse and in collaboration with the Europa Forum 

Lucerne. 

 

For a majority of Swiss voters the continuation of the bilateral agreements remains the best available 

solution for shaping relations between Switzerland and the European Union (EU). This is the conclusion 

of the first Credit Suisse Europe Barometer, a representative survey conducted by the research institute 

gfs.bern on behalf of Credit Suisse and in collaboration with the Europa Forum Lucerne. The results are 

part of the 2017 Worry Barometer, which will be published on December 5, 2017.  

Asked what kind of relationship they want with the EU, 60% of Swiss voters name a continuation of the 

bilateral agreements as their first or second priority. However, the popularity of this approach has 

declined significantly since last year; in 2016, 81% of voters were in favor of the bilateral agreements. At 

the same time, 28% of those surveyed want to terminate the agreements, an increase of 9 percentage 

points compared with 2016. Joining the European Economic Area (EEA) is an alternative to the bilateral 

agreements capable of attracting a majority (51%) for the first time in 2017. The idea of joining the EU 

remains remote, with just 21% of voters in favor. Lukas Golder, Co-Head of gfs.bern notes: "Particularly 

in times where the bilateral agreements were under severe pressure – during the high-profile debate in 

the media about the implementation of the mass immigration initiative in 2016 – Swiss citizens were 

demonstratively in favor of the agreements. The current level of approval of the bilateral agreements is 

similar to that in 2014 and 2015, so it's possible to see this year's decline as a return to a sober 

assessment of the situation." 

 

Conflicting Wishes in Switzerland’s Dealings with the EU 

A glance at the ranking of political objectives that are seen as very important or fairly important shows 

how contradictory the wishes of the Swiss population as regards the EU can be. Although a clear 

majority (79%) is in favor of using quotas to control immigration, an even bigger majority (85%) wants 

free access to foreign markets.  

There is, however, a broad consensus among respondents that promoting education is by far the most 

important political goal (97%). The goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions (84%) and youth 

unemployment (82%) are likewise seen as extremely important. 
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Ambivalence towards the Free Movement of Persons and Restrictions on This Principle 

Although a majority of voters still express their support for the bilateral approach to the EU, the free 

movement of persons – an integral part of these agreements – remains less than popular with the Swiss. 

This is evidenced by the high level of support for immigration control by means of quotas. Moreover, 

78% of voters see the Swiss identity being jeopardized by Switzerland’s problems with the EU, including 

the negotiations on the free movement of persons. Immigration is perceived as a threat to Swiss identity 

by 77% of voters. 

On the other hand, the Swiss find it difficult to quantify the consequences of restricting immigration. 

While a total of 49% of people expect restricting immigration to have negative effects for the Swiss 

economy, 43% expect the opposite. However, views on the anticipated impact of restrictions on 

immigration on Swiss society are more balanced with 48% expecting a positive and 47% a negative 

impact. "The fact that the positions are relatively balanced is an indication that the voting public has not 

reached a definitive opinion on this question yet," says Lukas Golder. 

 

Strong Sense of Belonging to Switzerland 

The results of the Europe barometer also show a great national sense of belonging among the Swiss. 

When asked what geographical entity they considered themselves part of primarily and secondarily, 56% 

of voters named Switzerland. The language region (55%) is a close second. The canton and the 

municipality where people live (41% and 25% respectively) are more infrequent answers. By contrast, 

very few respondents (11%) indicated that they felt a sense of belonging primarily or secondarily to 

Europe. Lukas Golder from gfs.bern comments: "The connection of Swiss citizens with Europe has no 

emotional component; the connection is primarily a pragmatic and an economic one." 

 

 

About the Credit Suisse Europe Barometer 

The first Europe Barometer survey was conducted in 2017 as part of a collaboration between Credit Suisse 

and the Europa Forum Lucerne. The results of the survey are based on the findings of the Credit Suisse Worry 

Barometer which has been asking questions about the main concerns of Swiss voters, their trust in political 

and economic players, and their identity since 1976. Respondents were asked about the relationship 

between Switzerland and Europe as part of the survey for the 2017 Worry Barometer. A total of 1,000 Swiss 

voters took part in individual interviews between June 26 and July 15, 2017. The new Credit Suisse Worry 

Barometer will be published on December 5, 2017. 

 

About the Europa Forum Lucerne 

For more than 20 years, the Europa Forum has advocated the promotion of constructive dialogue with 

Europe as a means of strengthening Switzerland's position as a business location. As the leading event of its 

kind in Switzerland, the Europa Forum Lucerne provides neutral and independent information about the 

latest trends in Europe and their impact on Switzerland as a business location. Selected top representatives 

from the worlds of business, politics and science share their opinions and views on economic and political 

issues. The Europa Forum Lucerne takes place twice a year in the spring and fall. 

 

Information 

Media Relations Credit Suisse AG, tel. +41 844 33 88 44, media.relations@credit-suisse.com 

Lukas Golder, Co-Head of gfs.bern, tel. +41 31 311 62 10 

Christof Wicki, Director of the Europa Forum Lucerne, tel. +41 41 318 37 87 
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Credit Suisse AG  
Credit Suisse AG is one of the world's leading financial services providers and is part of the Credit Suisse group of companies (referred to 
here as 'Credit Suisse'). As an integrated bank, Credit Suisse offers clients its combined expertise in the areas of private banking, 
investment banking and asset management. Credit Suisse provides advisory services, comprehensive solutions and innovative products 
to companies, institutional clients and high-net-worth private clients globally, as well as to retail clients in Switzerland. Credit Suisse is 
headquartered in Zurich and operates in over 50 countries worldwide. The group employs approximately 46’720 people. The registered 
shares (CSGN) of Credit Suisse's parent company, Credit Suisse Group AG, are listed in Switzerland and, in the form of American 
Depositary Shares (CS), in New York. Further information about Credit Suisse can be found at www.credit-suisse.com. 
 
Disclaimer 
This document was produced by and the opinions expressed are those of Credit Suisse as of the date of writing and are subject to 
change. It has been prepared solely for information purposes and for the use of the recipient. It does not constitute an offer or an 
invitation by or on behalf of Credit Suisse to any person to buy or sell any security. Any reference to past performance is not necessarily 
a guide to the future. The information and analysis contained in this publication have been compiled or arrived at from sources believed 
to be reliable but Credit Suisse does not make any representation as to their accuracy or completeness and does not accept liability for 
any loss arising from the use hereof. 


